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Dear	everyone,	
Compliments	of	the	season	to	all	of	you!	May	you	and	your	loved	ones	be	blessed	with	love	
and	togetherness	this	season	and	beyond.	We	asked	four	members	of	Staff	to	write	down	
their	memories	of	Christmas	and	what	Christmas	means	to	them.	We	begin	this	Newsletter	
with	those	vignettes.	

	WHAT	CHRISTMAS	MEANS	TO	ME	
To	think	of	Christmas	over	the	years	was	to	
be	 overwhelmed	 with	 copious	 memories.	
Christmas	has	always	been	a	bonding	time	
for	 us:	 The	 excitement	 in	 bringing	 down	
the	 decorations	 from	 the	 loft,	 gathering	
around	 the	 Christmas	 tree	 to	 decorate	 it.	
Dad	 would	 always	 wait	 for	 the	 eleventh	
hour	 to	 flood	 the	garden	with	small	 lights,	
running	 lights,	 lights	 of	 every	 colour…it	
definitely	would	look	splendid	and	then	we	
would	be	‘outstanding’	for	Mass,	since	every	seat	in	the	church	was	full.		
After	Mass,	everyone	from	the	island	would	gather	around	for	some	warm	hugs,	piping	hot	
tea	 and	 freshly	 baked,	 perfectly	 moist	 cake.	 In	 the	 Nunes	 family,	 Christmas	 has	 been	 a	
double	 celebration	 as	we	 could	 hear	 a	merry	 Christmas	 and	 Happy	 birthday.	 It	 was	my	
sister’s,	my	grandfather’s	and	my	grandmother’s	birthday!		
As	the	years	went	along,	the	home	got	emptier	but	the	heart	of	Christmas	still	beats	on…		

As	I	grew	older,	Christmas	and	its	meaning	continued	to	centre	around	family,	but	now,	it	
also	means	personal	growth.	Just	like	the	birth	of	baby	Jesus,	every	year,	I	pledge	to	myself,	
a	new	birth,	a	new	me,	new	strengths	and	the	courage	to	take	on	new	challenges.	I	wish	the	
entire	TGS	community	a	blessed	and	merry	Christmas.		

–	Ms	Joanne	Nunes	
****	
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Candles	burning	 low,	 lots	of	mistletoe.	Trees	decked	with	 lights	and	baubles	everywhere	
we	 go.	 Christmas	 is	 a	 festival	 of	 family	 gatherings	 and	 preparing	 to	 share	 the	 joy	 of	
Christmas	 with	 one	 another,	 with	 roars	 of	 laughter	 in	 the	 living	 room.	 Participating	 or	
simply	enjoying	the	Christmas	carols	all	over,	making	the	crib	and	decorating	the	home	to	
showcase	the	birth	of	Jesus	Christ	born	in	a	manger.	Preparing	a	big	Christmas	dinner	and	
an	assortment	of	Goan	sweets	that	is	then	shared	among	neighbours	and	friends.	We	spend	
the	 vacation	 playing	 games	 and	 sharing	 new	 gifts	 and	 toys	 that	 Santa	 Claus	 brought	 for	
each	of	us.	

But	for	me,	Christmas	is	also	a	season	of	being	a	gift	to	another.	As	a	childhood	tradition,	
my	siblings	and	I	would	begin	to	sort	the	excess	toys	and	clothes	we	had	to	give	it	away	to	
less	privileged	children.	Meeting	 the	elderly	and	 those	 in	orphanages	and	watching	 their	
faces	 light	up	with	glee	 is	 the	greatest	 feeling	 one	 can	experience.	 	The	 joy	of	 giving	has	
always	been	the	greatest	feeling	this	season	brings.	Let	this	Christmas	be	one	where	we	are	
a	 gift	 to	 someone	 in	 need.	 Those	 smiling	 faces,	 like	 you’ve	 never	 seen	 before,	 and	 those	
little	gifts	you’ll	give	them	will	touch	their	hearts	for	sure.		

Ms	Sybyl	Fernandes	

****	

In	the	words	of	Pentatonix,	‘For	years	to	come	we'll	always	know	
one	thing,	That's	the	love	that	Christmas	can	bring,	 ’cause	that's	
Christmas	to	me!’		
Christmas	 is	 that	 season	 that	 symbolizes	 joy,	 peace,	 hope,	 love	
and	 charity.	 	 This	 Christmas,	 may	 we	 aim	 to	 embody	 these	
beautiful	 virtues	 not	 only	 in	 this	 season,	 but	 every	 day	 of	 our	
lives!	The	one	Christmas	tradition	that	will	always	be	with	me	is	
that	 of	 making	 sweets	 at	 home.	 The	 joy	 of	 sitting	 around	 the	
table,	 mixing	 the	 ingredients,	 enjoying	 the	 leftover	 batter	 and	
seeing	 people	 enjoy	 what	 we	 make	 –	 that’s	 Christmas	 to	 me!	
Reaching	out	to	friends	and	family	who	are	also	going	through	a	
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tough	time	–	by	simply	lending	a	listening	ear	or	dropping	a	message	of	care	and	concern,	
well,	that’s	also	embodying	the	spirit	of	Christmas.	Ask	yourself,	 ‘What	can	I	do	to	spread	
this	cheer	every	day’?	Here’s	wishing	you	Season’s	greetings	and	the	choicest	blessings,	this	
Christmas	and	every	day	of	the	year	ahead!		

Ms	Aditi	Silvieira	

****	

Christmas	 (the	 best	 time	 of	 the	 year	 for	 me!)	 begins	
with	Advent,	 a	 four-week	preparation	 to	welcome	 the	
birth	of	Christ.	 Inwardly,	 it	meant	confessing	our	sins,	
seeking	 pardon	 and	 preparing	 our	 hearts	 to	 accept	
Jesus	 .	On	the	outside,	 it	was	a	different	story:	stitch	a	
new	 shirt,	 dust	 out	 the	 decorations,	 put	 up	 the	
Christmas	 tree,	 source	 hay	 and	 sand	 for	 the	 crib.	 The	
whole	 house	 underwent	 a	 deep	 clean.	 But	 the	 most	
amount	of	time	was	devoted	to	sweets.	
I	grew	up	 in	a	 joint	 family,	mostly	 led	by	women	who	
were	 all	 very	 good	 cooks.	 Preparation	 of	 Christmas	
sweets	 was	 a	 family	 exercise.	 Our	 dining	 table	 bore	

witness	to	evenings	spent	using	combs	and	forks	to	roll	out	kulkuls	into	perfect	curls.	The	
floor	was	papered	down	for	neuris,	The	marble	table	in	another	room	would	be	cleaned	to	
allow	for	cooling	of	the	doce,	before	it	was	cut	into	diamond	shapes.	
On	our	return	from	midnight	mass	on	Christmas	eve,	which	was	an	annual	affair,	we	would	
wake	up	our	grandmother	 to	place	 the	baby	 Jesus	statue	 in	our	 crib.	 It	would	herald	 the	
beginning	of	our	Christmas	festivities	which	included	eating	a	lot	of	food	and	sweets,	visits	
to	family	and	friends,	serenading	around	the	village,	etc.	over	the	next	twelve	days.	

I	wish	 the	TGS	 family	a	very	happy	and	blessed	Christmas.	May	 this	 joyous	 season	bring	
you	all	smiles,	happiness,	peace,	love	and	good	health	in	the	days	to	come.	

Mr	Jonathan	Lobo	

****	

SPECIAL	EVENTS	
	

Literary	Week	Celebrations	(Grades	1	to	9)	
“With	languages,	you	are	at	home	anywhere,”	said	very	rightly	the	contemporary	English	
author,	Edmund	de	Waal.	Grades	1	to	9	celebrated	the	importance	of	language	as	part	of	the	
Literary	Week.	Learners	were	exposed	to	Poetry	recitations,	Creative	poetry	and	story	
writing,	extempore,	storytelling,	book	reading	and	reviews!	
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CHRISTMAS	SPECIAL	AND	FESTIVAL	CELEBRATIONS	(WHOLE	SCHOOL)	
It	was	indeed	the	best	way	to	say	goodbye	to	the	year!	 	Students	of	Nursery	to	Grade	2	
stole	the	hearts	of	the	audience	with	their	cuteness	quotient	and	display	of	talent	at	the	
Christmas	 Special.	 Grades	 3	 to	 9	 exhibited	 a	 wide	 range	 of	 performances	 with	 songs,	
dances,	 role	plays	and	warm	greetings	of	 the	season.	To	add	 to	 the	 festivities,	 the	TGS	
staff	 presented	 the	 much-awaited	 show	 reel.	 The	 entire	 school	 dwelled	 in	 the	 festive	
mood	with	the	screening	of	the	Virtual	Christmas	Special	and	Celebrations!	The	surprise	
Santa	visit	for	Grades	7	-	9	was	completely	unexpected	which	left	us	saying,	“What	more	
could	we	have	asked	for?”	With	delight,	warmth	and	gratefulness,	the	students	and	staff	
members	warmly	greeted	each	other	to	look	forward	to	another	eventful	year!		
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PRIMARY	SECTION	
NEWS	FROM	THE	SPECIALISTS	

I. HINDI		
Grades	3	&	4		
	
The	 Hindi	 learners	 from	 Grades	 3	 &	 4	 explored	 new	
vocabulary	 in	 both	 the	 languages	 French	&	Hindi	 based	 on	
Christmas.	 They	 discussed	 various	 activities	 and	
celebrations	 during	 the	 festival	 and	 also	 learned	 different	
ways	 in	 which	 one	 could	 wish	 during	 Christmas.	 The	
learners	 also	 enjoyed	 watching	 the	 video	 ‘Jingle	 Bells’	 in	
French	as	well	as	in	Hindi.	

	
Grade	5		
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Using	 idioms	 shows	 familiarity	 with	 the	 Hindi	 language.	 It	 demonstrates	 that	 you	 are	
comfortable	 with	 the	 formal	 use	 of	 the	 language	 and	 at	 ease	 with	 the	 informal	
colloquialisms.	 	That’s	what	Grade	5	learners	are	aiming	for,	as	they	learnt	how	to	deliver	
idioms	 in	conversation	and	also	 identified	the	concepts	of	a	poem	along	with	the	activity	
based	on	speaking	skills.	
	

II. FRENCH	
	Grades	3	&	4		

The	 French	 learners	 from	Grades	 3	&	 4	 explored	 new	 vocabulary	 in	 both	 the	 languages	
French	 &	 Hindi	 based	 on	 Christmas.	 They	 discussed	 various	 activities	 and	 celebrations	
during	 the	 festival.	 They	 also	 learned	 different	 ways	 in	 which	 one	 could	 wish	 during	
Christmas	 bilingually.	The	 learners	 also	 enjoyed	watching	 the	 video	 ‘Jingle	Bells’	 in	 both	
languages.	
	
Grade	5		
Taking	 it	 forward	 from	 time,	
the	French	learners	of	Grade	5	
were	 introduced	 to	 numbers	
from	 80	 onwards.	 Inferring	
from	 the	 previously	 done	
numbers,	 the	 learners	 were	
able	 to	 deduce	 numbers	 up	 to	
100.	 Using	 these	 skills,	
learners	were	 able	 to	 practise	
telephone	 numbers	 in	 French.	
They	 honed	 their	 listening	
skills	 and	 practised	 speaking	
and	 saying	 aloud	 different	
telephone	 numbers.	 Learners	
also	created	a	mind-map	based	
on	food	and	related	vocabulary.			
	

III. CIRCLE	TIME	
The	 learners	 of	 Grade	 3	 and	 Grade	 4	 went	 gradually	 from	 discussion	 on	 the	 word	
‘equality’	 to	 the	word	 equity.	 They	were	 taken	 through	 the	motions	 of	 deliberation	 and	
questioning	 before	 we	 got	 into	 the	 topic	 of	 gender	 equality.	 As	 the	 learners	 were	
introduced	to	the	topic,	they	were	given	characters	to	draw,	like	firefighters,	cricketers,	air	
force	pilots	and	nurses.	 Inevitably,	 right	across	 the	 school,	 the	more	powerful	 characters	
were	 depicted	 as	 male	 while	 the	 more	 nurturing	 ones	 were	 depicted	 as	 female.	 As	 the	
learners	go	deeper	into	gender	stereotypes	they	get	ready	for	some	hard-hitting	questions.		
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The	learners	of	Grade	5	took	the	last	fortnight	very	seriously.	They	went	into	discussions	
on	 equality	 and	 equity	 and	 discussed	 which	 was	 more	 relevant	 for	 our	 times.	 As	 they	
approached	the	topic	‘gender	equality	and	stereotypes’,	they	were	made	to	draw	pictures	
of	characters	like	firefighters,	cricketers,	nurses	and	teachers.	Lo	and	behold,	as	expected,	
most	of	them	drew	more	the	nurturing	characters	like	teachers	and	nurses	as	females	and	
the	 more	 rugged	 characters	 as	 males.	 One	 student,	 very	 pro-women’s	 rights	 drew	 all	
characters	as	females.	It	is	amazing	to	see	these	young	minds	grapple	with	years	of	societal	
conditioning	and	some	actually	trying	to	break	the	patterns.	
		

	

IV. DANCE	
	Grade	3	learners	were	treated	to	a	fun	Zumba	workout	dance	to	Christmas	songs	to	get	
them	in	the	right	spirit	for	the	festive	season.	
Grades	4	and	5	were	asked	to	show	off	their	favourite	dance	moves	to	me	as	I	asked	them	
to	take	me	through	the	creative	process	that	goes	through	their	minds	as	they	choreograph	
their	 own	moves	 when	 they	 hear	 music	 of	 their	 personal	 choice.	 I	 was	 pleased	 to	 find	
students	enjoying	a	myriad	of	dance	styles	and	taste	in	music	that	ranged	from	hip-hop	and	
contemporary	to	electronic	dance	music.	

	

V. MUSIC	
Grade	3,	4	&	5	
The	Konkani	folk	song,	‘Honrad	Ami	Goenkar’,	was	revised.	The	whole	class	enthusiastically	
participated	in	singing	carols,	We	Wish	You	A	Merry	Christmas	and	the	Spanish	carol,	Feliz	
Navidad.	Some	learners	also	sang	their	favourite	carols	like	Silent	Night	And	Jingle	Bell	Rock.	
The	new	carol,	Silver	Bells,	was	introduced	to	Grades	4	and	5.				
 

VI. DRAMA	
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December	 is	 all	 about	 Christmas	 and	 celebrations.	 We	 shared	 stories	 and	 experiences	
related	 to	 Santa	 Claus	 and	 Gifts	 and	 Family	 and	 Friends.	We	 briefly	 touched	 on	 various	
EMOTIONS	and	how	to	express	them	dramatically.	

 

VII. I.C.T	
Learners	 of	 Grade	 4	 were	 able	 to	 explain	 the	 difference	 between	 browsers	 and	 search	
engines.	They	 learnt	 the	4	golden	 rules	 that	would	help	 them	 in	 their	web	searches,	 and	
used	the	rules	(with	precise	keywords)	 to	answer	a	 few	webquest	questions	and	find	the	
name	of	a	bird	shown	in	a	picture.	 Learners	learnt	how	a	search	engine	finds	web	pages	to	
answer	the	search	questions.	They	were	able	 to	explain	concepts	such	as	browsers	(with	
examples),	search	engines	(with	examples),	spiders,	web	crawlers,	search	engine	indexes,	
and	algorithms.	Learners	watched	videos	on	how	Google	 search	engine	works.	They	also	
learnt	about	how	a	search	engine	shows	the	links	it	finds.		
	
Learners	 of	 Grade	 5	 were	 able	 to	 differentiate	 among	 the	 different	 components	 of	 a	
webpage,	and	saw	how	the	layout	of	a	webpage	looks	like.	They	were	later	shown	how	to	
create	and	edit	a	simple	webpage	(website	used	-	Wix.com).	 Jayden	and	Anzan	displayed	
and	explained	their	respective	robots	in	class.	A	consensus	was	taken	from	the	class	for	an	
exhibition	on	personalised	robots,	and	students	were	guided	and	instructed	on	how	to	go	
about	the	same.	Learners	further	played	a	balance	game	which	involved	concentration	and	
use	of	senses,	 and	 that	was	 related	 to	 the	working	of	 the	 controller	and	 the	 sensors	 in	a	
robot.	 They	 saw	 how	 robots	 use	 sensors,	 controllers	 and	 actuators	 to	 work.	 They	 also	
learnt	about	control	loops	and	systems.	Learners	further	had	a	healthy	discussion	on	how	
robots	are	changing	the	world	we	live	in.	
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VIII. P.E	

Jumping	 rope	 is	 an	excellent	motor	 skill-building	
activity.	 Since	 kids	 have	 to	 pick	 up	 both	 their	 feet	
simultaneously	 while	 jumping	 rope,	 it	 builds	
bilateral	 motor	 coordination.	 Jumping	 rope	 for	
learners	 also	 takes	 a	 lot	 of	 concentration,	 which	
helps	them	hone	their	ability	to	focus.	
Our	 focus	 in	 PE	has	 been	 to	 introduce	 and	 develop	
Jump	 Rope	 skills	 within	 our	 learners.	 It	 all	 started	with	 as	 simple	 as	 choosing	 the	 right	
jump	rope	 that	 fits	you	well,	how	 to	 jump	rope	making	 the	 learners	understand	 the	 clue	
‘Turn	First	Then	Jump’	and	explaining	the	benefits	of	this	classic	game	that	is	fun	to	play.	
	
Grade	3,	4	and	5	are	developing	their	skills	with	intermediate	levels	jump	rope	styles.		

	
NEWS	FROM	EACH	GRADE	
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GRADE	3	
English	
Between	 the	 ages	 of	 six	 and	 ten,	 children	 learn	 the	 vast	
majority	of	abstract	words	and	concepts.	This	means	that	it’s	
time	to	teach	 figurative	 language	to	kids.		Grade	3	explored	
figurative	 language	 this	month.	 	 They	 are	 now	working	on	

descriptive	writing	to	express	their	ideas	creatively.			
December	is	a	month	of	spreading	cheer.	 	We	tried	our	best	to	combine	the	literary	week	
with	the	theme	of	Christmas	Spirit	by	listening	to	stories.	Through	these	stories	we	learnt	
how	people	in	history	showed	grit	and	persevered	to	achieve	their	goal.	We	were	also	able	
to	see	how	figurative	language	is	used	to	express	ideas	in	literature.	
Learners	are	now	building	 their	public	speaking	 skills.	They	 spoke	about	different	 topics	
from	pets	to	planets.		The	show	and	tell	was	well-delivered	by	grade	3.			
	
Mathematics	
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Fractions	are	a	part	of	our	daily	life.	When	a	child	can	apply	the	knowledge	of	fractions	to	
his	or	her	daily	life	from	sharing	a	cake	to	cutting	a	pizza	and	knowing	what	fraction	of	an	
object	 they	received,	 it	makes	 learning	outcomes	a	success.	 	Grade	3	worked	on	 fractions	
and	equivalence	of	fraction	and	were	able	to	explain	how	2/4	=	½.	
	
Science	
Light	is	a	powerful	thing!	We	need	light	in	our	lives	in	every	way.	It	would	be	impossible	to	
live	without	light	in	our	lives!	Learners	of	Grade	3	continued	learning	about	the	properties	
of	light	and	did	some	experiments	to	find	out	about	them.	They	learned	that	light	travels	in	
straight	lines	and	enjoyed	doing	some	experiments	to	prove	this.	They	also	found	out	how	
some	 surfaces	 reflect	 light	 better	 than	 others.	 They	 were	 able	 to	 draw	 ray	 diagrams	 to	
represent	this.	
They	went	on	 to	 learn	about	 light	sources	 in	 the	 solar	system	and	are	 currently	 learning	
about	our	solar	system	and	how	day	and	night	are	formed	on	earth.	
	
G.P.	
Grade	3	tried	to	empathise	with	how	difficult	it	must	be	to	be	a	farmer,	and	also	appreciate	
the	hard	work	it	takes	for	every	item	or	product	to	reach	our	homes.	We	also	learnt	about	
what	can	affect	crops,	what	they	need	to	grow,	and	how	important	monsoons	are	in	India.	
	
GRADE	4	
		
Math	
The	learners	of	grade	4	are	learning	about	the	daily	life	applications	of	percentage	such	as	
shopping,	 cooking	 etc.	 They	 learnt	 conversions	 of	 percentages	 to	 fractions	 and	 decimals	
and	 the	 calculation	 of	 percentages	 for	 various	 given	 amounts.	 They	 explored	 equivalent	
fractions	through	examples	such	as	a	pizza.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Science	
The	learners	wrapped	up	the	unit	on	states	of	matter,	made	a	3D	model	of	the	water	cycle.	
They	briefly	explored	magnetism	and	magnetic	materials	using	different	magnets	and	iron	
filings	 and	other	magnetic	materials,	 before	 beginning	 the	 unit	 on	 animals	wherein	 they	
learnt	 about	 the	 digestive	 system	 of	 humans	 and	 animals.	 The	 learners	 also	 looked	 at	
various	food	groups	and	the	food	in	their	diet	which	were	healthy	and	unhealthy.	They	are	
able	to	suggest	a	school	snack	containing	at	least	three	food	groups	such	as	spaghetti.		They	
looked	at	breakfast	 choices	around	 the	world.	The	 learners	wrote	a	 log	of	what	 they	ate	
every	 day	 for	 a	 week	 in	 a	 food	 diary,	 as	 well	 as	 documented	 their	 lunches	 for	 6	 days	
through	pictures	 to	be	mindful	 to	add	 the	 right	portion	of	 food	 that	belong	 to	each	 food	
group.	This	taught	them	to	be	mindful	about	what	they	ate	and	not	to	eat	mindlessly.	
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English		
We	began	Term	3	in	English	with	a	non-fiction	unit.	This	unit	explores	posters,	persuasive	
writing,	advertisements	and	reviews.	We	began	by	learning	what	a	poster	is	and	its	various	
elements.	One	thing	that	goes	into	making	the	poster	is	the	wording	which	is	meant	to	be	
persuasive.		
Next,	we	delved	into	persuasive	writing	and	persuasive	devices.	The	learners	were	given	a	
poster	to	analyze	the	layout,	visual	appeal,	persuasive	effect	and	readability.	The	learners	
took	it	a	step	forward	and	redesigned	that	same	poster,	making	it	more	visually	appealing	
with	 their	 individual	 unique	 style.	 We	 also	 employed	 persuasive	 techniques	 in	 spoken	
communication	wherein,	learners	were	partnered	up	and	had	to	convince	the	other	to	do	
something	 in	 particular,	 e.g.	 A	 child	 pleading	 to	 a	 parent	 to	get	 a	 pet.	 The	 learners	were	
explained	 that	 in	 real-life	 situations,	 we	 all	 have	 to	 be	 persuasive	 at	 some	 point	 or	 the	
other.	Be	it	in	a	job,	or	at	home	or	even	among	friends,	it	is	required.	The	key	to	persuasion	
is	all	in	the	choice	of	words	and	expression,	tone	and	manner	of	speaking	or	writing.		
	
	
G.P.		
Grade	4	has	been	learning	
about	 the	 Japanese	
concept	 of	 Ikigai,	 which	
originated	from	a	group	of	
islands	 called	 Okinawa,	 a	
place	we	learnt	about	last	
year.	 Grade	 4	 has	 also	
made	 a	 type	 of	 Graphic	
Organiser	 called	 a	 KWL	
chart	 to	 further	 their	
research	 skills.	 While	 making	 Ikigai	
charts	 to	 try	 and	 discover	 what	 their	
Ikigai	 could	 be,	 they	 also	 revised	 Venn	
diagrams	from	Math	classes,	learning	that	
their	 Ikigai	was	a	common	area	between	
what	they	love	to	do,	what	they	are	good	at,	what	they	could	get	paid	to	do,	and	what	the	
world	needs.	
 

GRADE	5	

English	
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In	Grade	5	English,	we	launched	our	first	unit	of	Term	3-	a	fiction	unit	about	Science	Fiction	
as	 a	 genre.	We	 read	 and	 learned	 about	 sci-fi	 as	 a	 genre,	 its	 elements	 and	 some	 famous	
works.	Next,	we	began	with	an	excerpt	from	the	story,	‘Diary	of	a	Space	Traveller	and	other	
Stories.’	We	read	an	excerpt	and	learners	discussed	the	same	as	well	as	made	predictions	
about	 the	 story.	 Then,	 we	 moved	 onto	 reading	 passages	 from	 H.G	 Wells’	 ‘The	 Time	
Machine.’	We	also	spent	time	discussing	the	possibilities	of	space	travel	and	time	travel.	As	
learners	 listened	 to	an	audiobook	of	The	Time	Machine	 (abridged),	 they	drew	what	 they	
imagined	 the	 time	 machine	 could	 have	 possibly	 looked	 like.	 We	 are	 currently	 reading	
chapter	3	and	have	been	discussing	the	story	and	the	intricacies	of	Time	Travel.		
	
Math	
The	 order	 of	 operations	 is	 very	 important	 in	 daily	 life.	 Can	 we	 catch	 the	 bus	 to	 school	
before	we	have	breakfast	or	brush	our	teeth?	Think	about	 it.	We	need	to	 follow	an	order	
while	doing	these	tasks.	We	always	have	breakfast	and	get	ready	before	we	catch	the	bus	to	
school.	 Similarly,	 there	 is	 an	order	of	operations	 to	be	 followed	while	working	out	 sums	
with	many	 operators	 in	 them.	 Learners	 of	 grade	 5	were	 introduced	 to	 the	 use	 of	 simple	
brackets	 in	 mathematical	 calculations	 and	 the	 laws	 of	 arithmetic	 to	 be	 followed	 while	
solving	 them.	 Learners	 used	 a	 way	 of	 remembering	 these	 conventions	 for	 the	 order	 of	
operations	by	using	an	acronym	to	help	them.	BODMAS.	The	BODMAS	rule	states	that	we	
should	calculate	the	Brackets	first	(2	+	4	=	6),	then	the	Orders	(52	=	25),	then	any	Division	
or	
Multiplication	
(3	 x	 6	 (the	
answer	 to	 the	
brackets)	 =	
18),	 and	 finally	
any	Addition	or	
Subtraction	(18	
+	25	=	43).	
	
Science	
	
Let’s	begin	with	a	couple	of	electric	riddles:	
a)	Why	did	the	light	bulb	fail	his	math	quiz?	 ...He	
wasn’t	too	bright!	
b)	Did	you	hear	what	 the	 foolish	gardener	did?...	
He	 planted	 a	 light	 bulb	 and	 thought	 he’d	 get	 a	
power	plant!	
	
Electricity	is	a	form	of	energy	which	gives	power	
to	many	different	areas	of	our	life.	From	cooking	
to	 operating	 machinery,	 the	 light	 in	 our	 homes	
and	charging	our	phones,	so	many	daily	activities	
rely	 on	 the	 power	 that	 electricity	 generates.	
Grade	 5	 learners	 enjoyed	 learning	 about	
electricity	 this	 month,	 especially	 while	
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experimenting,	making	their	own	different	circuits	online	and	using	different	components.	
Some	learners	also	put	in	a	lot	of	effort	to	make	their	own	circuits	at	home	and	got	them	
working.	They	also	did	an	experiment	to	see	if	pure	water	(distilled	water)	and	salty	water	
(sea	water)	can	conduct	electricity.	They	learned	about	good	conductors	of	electricity	and	
insulators	 and	 how	 they	 are	 used	 in	 appliances	 in	 daily	 life.	 They	 went	 on	 to	 create	
interesting	posters	on	how	to	use	electricity	safely.	
	
G.P.		
	
It’s	that	time	of	the	year	when	festivals	are	in	full	swing	and	we	have	begun	with	a	new	unit	
of	 inquiry	 –	 Food,	Water	 and	 Agriculture	 where	 we	 are	 getting	 to	 know	 palatable	 food	
items	from	different	parts	of	our	country,	the	importance	of	food	in	different	cultures	and	
geographical	factors	that	are	responsible	for	a	particular	food	item.		
			
	
		

MIDDLE	SCHOOL	UPDATES	
	

HINDI		LITERARY	EVENT		
	
A	 glimpse	 of	 our	 Grade	 6	
students	 participating	 in	 the	
Hindi	 Storytelling	 Competition	
and	the	final	winners.	

	
NEWS	FROM	THE	SPECIALISTS	
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I. ART				
The	students	of	Grade	6	have	been	working	hard	creating	patterns	and	visual	movement	
using	“Fish”	as	their	form.	It	has	resulted	in	an	interesting	
array	 of	 drawings	 that	 depict	 the	 use	 of	 the	 principle	 of	
design	 “Repetition”	 to	 create	 patterns	 and	 movement.	
Simple	 forms	 like	 fish	 can	 be	 used	 to	 create	 interesting	
designs.	 Grade	 6	 students	 got	 into	 the	 Christmas	 spirit	
and	 created	 festive	 relief	 paper	 greeting	 cards	
incorporating	cutting,	folding	and	gluing	techniques.	
The	students	of	Grade	7	have	explored	
the	 effects	 of	 sprinkling	 salt	 on	 wet	
watercolour	 painting.	 They	 discovered	
the	 textures	 that	 manifested	 and	
resulted	 in	 interesting	 visual	 colour	
combinations	 and	 effects.	
This	 technique	 can	 be	
applied	 to	 a	 variety	 of	
themes	 to	 create	 visually	
interesting	painting.	
							
The	 students	 of	 Grade	 8	
have	 been	 working	 on	
drawing	 from	 the	
imagination	 as	 well	 as	
from	live	observation.	This	
led	 to	 detailed	 drawings	 of	 still	 life	 full	 of	 tone	 and	 light.	 They	 also	 created	 dreamlike	
pictures	taking	inspiration	from	memory	and	imagination.	
	

II. FRENCH		
	Grade	7	
The	 French	 learners	 of	 Grade	 7	
concluded	 their	 assessments	 and	
were	 thoroughly	 excited	 to	 be	
back	to	learning	in	school.		

Working	 with	 reflexive	 verbs,	
learners	 were	 able	 to	 express	
themselves	 and	 their	 ideas	 in	
basic	 sentences.	 Learners	 were	
also	 able	 to	 identify	 and	 associate	 the	 verb	 vouloir	 from	 context	 and	 use	 it	 in	 the	
affirmative	and	negative	form.	They	were	also	able	to	use	vouloir	in	the	conditional	form	
of	je	voudrais.		
During	the	Literary	Week,	learners	were	given	different	images	and	had	to	combine	them	
effectively	into	one	sentence.	Most	of	the	learners	were	able	to	successfully	incorporate	
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5-6	different	elements	into	one	unique	sentence.		

Grade	8		
The	French	learners	of	Grade	8	concluded	their	assessments	and	got	back	to	learning	in	
school.		
Revising	the	pre-learnt	numbers	and	working	on	listening	skills,	the	learners	had	a	blast	
with	 listening	 and	 speaking	 activities	 based	 on	 telephone	 numbers.	 Learners	 also	
worked	with	future	tense	and	its	usage	in	real	life.	Taking	into	consideration	how	French	

is	used	extensively	in	the	hotelier	and	tourism	industry,	the	learners	created	a	mind-map	
of	 all	 vocabulary	 related	 to	 tourism	and	are	 currently	working	on	 reviewing	a	hotel	 as	
part	of	their	assignment.		
Grade	9	

Concluding	 their	 assessments,	 the	 learners	 of	 Grade	 9	 put	 their	 linguistic	 skills	 to	
practical	use.	During	the	Literary	Week,	 learners	were	given	prompts	using	which	they	
wrote	an	entire	story.	The	learners	also	customised	and	created	their	own	timetable	and	
how	they	would	have	liked	it	to	be.	After	working	on	compulsion	and	obligation,	learners	
were	able	to	create	a	small	poster	based	on	do’s	and	don’ts	in	schools	post-COVID.		

Taking	 inspiration	 from	 a	 college	 in	 France,	 learners	 are	 now	 working	 on	 creating	 a	
French	brochure	on	their	school.		

	

	

III. HINDI	
Grade	6	
A	‘Story	telling	Competition’	was	conducted	for	the	students	during	Literary	Week.	This	
focussed	on	the	life	skill	of	public	speaking.	In	other	classes	they	learnt	the	chapter	of	‘Safed	
Bagula’.	During	the	discussion	on	the	chapter	they	shared	their	views	on	what	they	would	
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do	if	they	were	in	the	place	of	the	main	character.	Through	this,	they	learnt	empathy.	They	
also	shared	their	opinions	on	the	topic	‘Keeping	birds	caged	-	Is	it	good	or	bad?	Is	it	good	or	
bad	to	hunting	birds	is	it	good	or	bad?’	These	questions	also	focused	on	the	life	skills	of	
empathy	and	love	towards	animals.		

The	Learners	of	Grade	7	 performed	a	 role	play	on	 their	 chosen	 topic	on	 the	occasion	of	
‘literary	week’.	They	worked	in	collaboration	by	creating	their	own	script	and	directing	it	
themselves.	They	understood	the	importance	of	not	bullying	others	and	not	making	fun	of	
others.	 They	 also	 focused	 on	 life	 skills	 of	 respect,	 respecting	 each	 ones	 views	 and	 team	
work.	Next,	they	learnt	the	chapter	‘Safalta	ki	triveni’.	We	focused	on	reading	and	building	
vocabulary.	 They	 framed	 sentences	 by	 using	 new	 words	 such	 as	 Param	 ghanisht,	
vinamrata,	safalta,	sevamukt,	medhavi,	etc.	They	also	deduced	that	good	health,	prayer	and	
never	 giving	 up	 are	 the	 keys	 to	 success.	 Some	 students	 underlined	 the	 importance	 of	
exercise	 and	 pray	 to	 keep	 inner	 peace.	 Students	 understood	 how	 a	 balanced	 diet	 is	
important	to	be	healthy.	They	shared	their	view	on	why	exercise	is	important	for	health.	
	
Grade	8	
The	learners	took	part	in	the	‘JAM	activity	’	for	the	literary	week.	It	enhanced	their	thinking	
skills	 and	public	 speaking	 skills.	 They	 also	 learnt	 the	 chapter	 ‘Jeevan	 do	 din	 kaa’.	 In	 this	
chapter	they	learnt	about	getting	rid	of	superstitions	and	not	blindly	follow	people.	 	They	
spoke	on	how	one	must	be	 	vigilant		 in	life.	They	used	new	vocabulary	 in	 their	sentences	
such	 as	 sirfira,	 jagruk,	 rahasyodghatan,	 sammanit,	 aayojan,	 pravachann,	 etc.	 	 All	 the	
activities	focused	on	reading	skills,	thinking	and	application	of	the	knowledge.	
	
Grade	9	
Learners	created	a	group	role	play	on	different	aspects	of	day-to-day	life,	for	example,	a	
conversation	 between	 a	 customer	 and	 a	 waiter/	 restaurant	 owner	 while	 ordering	 food,	
between	 a	 parent	 and	 a	 teacher,	 conversation	 between	 two	 friends,	 etc.	 They	 then	
presented	 the	 same	 in	 front	 of	 their	 peers.	The	message	 of	why	we	should	 not	 compare	
ourselves	with	each	other	and	how	important	is	it	to	help	people	etc.	was	understood		They	
learnt	the	chapter	‘Bikhartein	Pariwar’.They	shared	their	views	on	joint	family	and	nuclear	
family,	 stating	 pros	 and	 cons	 of	 the	 same	 and	 how	 technology	 is	 affecting	 our	 families.	
While	sharing	their	views,	they	stated	that	we	need	to	use	technology	and	be	balanced	at	
the	same	time	w.r.t.	its	usage,	i.e.	we	must	spend	time	with	family.		
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IV. CIRCLE	TIME	

This	fortnight,	the	learners	of	Grade	6	continued	with	their	presentations	of	their	vision	
boards	and	then	went	into	a	completely	interesting	discussion	on	the	difference	between	
equality	 and	 equity.	 Having	 young	 impressionable	 minds,	 it	 is	 our	 prerogative	 as	 the	
adults	 in	 their	 surroundings	 to	 help	 them	 hone	 those	 minds	 and	 allow	 them	 the	
opportunity	 to	 think	 and	 explore	 the	 world	 and	 the	 society	 we	 live	 in.	 Our	 learners	
discovered	first	hand	the	strong	influence	societal	conditioning	has	on	each	one	of	us.	In	
a	 very	 interesting	 experiment,	 the	 learners	 learnt	 that	 most	 in	 their	 class	 attributed	
stronger	characteristics	to	male	characters	and	nurturing	characteristics	to	female	ones.	
A	 lot	 of	 them	were	 amazed	 and	 how	strongly	we	 are	 influenced	 by	what	we	hear	 and	
what	we	are	exposed	to.		
	
The	 learners	 of	Grade	 7	 are	 finally	 back	 and	 it	 is	 so	wonderful	 to	 have	 them	 ‘home’.	
These	past	two	weeks	have	been	a	period	of	adjustment	and	a	period	of	recalibration	but	
with	 these	 youngsters	 and	 their	 ability	 to	 get	 back	 to	 the	 action,	 these	 have	 been	
amazing,	eventful	weeks.	we	had	our	first	‘Circle	time’	in	two	years	and	it	felt	really	good.	
We	then	got	into	deep	discussions	about	equality	and	the	validity	of	this	concept	in	being	
relevant	to	this	day	and	age.		As	they	got	more	used	to	the	idea	of	reflection	and	thinking	
out	of	the	box,	their	questioning,	discussions,	sharing	of	opinions	and	rebuttals	got	more	
enthusiastic	and	interesting.	As	they	understood	how	their	own	conditioning	has	shaped	
the	way	they	see	gender	roles	in	society,	the	children	expressed	eagerness	to	go	deeper	
into	discussions	of	current	importance.		
	
Having	the	learners	of	Grade	8	in	school	in	the	flesh	was	a	wonderful	feeling.	To	finally	
be	able	to	see	them	in	action	and	to	get	to	know	them	better	has	been	a	refreshing	and	
welcome	change.	Our	discussions	have	got	so	much	more	animated	and	it	is	easier	to	get	
all	of	them	involved	in	all	the	processes.	As	the	learners	integrated	their	learning	in	CT	
and	 LC	 with	 what	 they	 learnt	 in	 GP	 was	 a	 great	 experience.	 Differentiating	 between	
equality	and	equity	and	being	able	to	discuss	the	same	from	the	perspective	of	 ‘Gender	
disparities’,	helped	learners	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	what	is	happening	the	world	
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over.	They	were	quite	surprised	that	all	of	them	could	identify	male	millionaires	but	not	
a	single	once	recognised	the	female	millionaire	among	the	pictures	presented.	During	the	
discussions,	 all	 of	 them	 agreed	 that	 this	 was	 probably	 because	 of	 the	 exposure,	
opportunities	 and	 coverage	 that	 the	males	 got	 because	 of	 various	 pre-existing	 societal	
stereotypes.		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The	learners	of	Grade	9	are	now	on	an	entrepreneurial	based	journey.	Our	learners	have	
been	 discussing,	 planning	 and	 strategizing	 how	 they	 can	 organise	 themselves	 into	
productive	groups	to	lead	the	student	section	in	a	fundraiser	we	propose	to	have.	As	they	
discussed	 their	 ideas,	 one	 student	 pointed	 out	 to	 the	 rest	 that	 it	 is	 essential	 that,	 in	 a	
group,	it	is	essential	that	we	all	respect	the	views	and	opinions	of	the	rest.	This	group	is	
well	on	their	way	to	developing	the	right	skills	to	be	able	to	achieve	every	goal	they	set.	
Their	 discussions	 of	 costs,	 profits,	 revenue	 and	 advertising	were	 extremely	 exciting	 to	
hear.		
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V. I.C.T	
Learners	 of	 Grade	 6	 discussed	 the	 SA	 paper,	 and	 were	 later	 able	 to	 create	 an	 'IF'	
structure	in	Python	and	Scratch.	Learners	of	Grade	7	discussed	the	SA	paper,	and	were	
able	 to	 store	 a	 series	 of	 values	 as	 a	 list	 in	 Python.	 Grade	 8	 learners	 discussed	 the	 SA	
paper.	They	drew	circuit	diagrams	and	constructed	truth	tables	for	the	expressions	they	
simplified	in	the	previous	class.	Learners	solved	several	logic	expression	problems.	They	
learnt	about	inverses,	and	solved	sums	on	the	same.	Grade	9	learners	discussed	the	SA	
paper.	 They	 were	 introduced	 to	 Python	 programming.	 They	 saw	 the	 comparison	
between	 C++	 and	 Python	 syntax.	 Learners	 were	 further	 taken	 through	 the	 Python	
program	constructs,	data	types	and	I/O.	

	

VI. PHYSICAL	EDUCATION	
Now	that	 the	 learners	have	resumed	regular	school	 their	PE	classes	have	been	happier	
and	they	have	been	more	engaged.	Learners	have	started	taking	more	of	physical	fitness	
activities	 to	 assess	 their	 individual	 fitness	 levels	 along	 with	 collaborative	 activities	 to	
enhance	Social	wellbeing.	
	
Learners	 are	 also	 provided	 with	 free	 play	 opportunities	 by	 engaging	 them	 in	 playing	
sports	of	 their	 choice	which	 in	many	ways	 help	 them	 to	get	 accustomed	 to	 the	 school	
environment	and	support	them	in	regular	school	life	after	a	long	break.			

	

	
NEWS	FROM	EACH	GRADE	

GRADE	6		
ENGLISH	
The	main	purpose	of	poetry	recitation	in	a	language	classroom	is	to	enjoy	and	appreciate	
the	poem	by	reciting	it	loud.	The	key	step	in	learning	any	language	is	to	read,	understand	
and	 appreciate	 the	 beauty	 of	 the	 language	 through	 its	 literary	works.	 For	 Literary	week	
Grade	6	recited	fun	and	humorous	poems	such	as	‘Be	Glad	Your	Nose	Is	on	Your	Face’	by	
Jack	Prelutsky,	 ‘Eletelephony’	by	Laura	Elizabeth	Richards,	 ‘Jabberwocky’	 -	Lewis	Carroll,	
‘Sick’	by	Shel	Silverstein	and	‘The	Road	Not	Taken’	by	Robert	Frost.	They	also	underwent	
detailed	analysis	of	the	Maya	Angelou’s	‘I	Know	Why	the	Caged	Bird	Sings’	which	went	on	
to	highlight	discrimination	of	sorts	and	how	one	must	continue	to	preserve	in	all	situations.	
The	 students	 also	 underwent	 a	 week	 training	 for	 group	 discussions.	 The	 GD	 allows	 the	
students	 to	 speak	 in	 public,	 which	 increases	 their	 confidence	 to	 speak	 without	 any	
hesitation.	 They	 dabbled	 with	 content	 on	 topics	 like	 ‘Books	 vs	 Movie’,	 ‘Digital	 Detox’,	
‘Movies	 breed	 Crime’	 and	 the	 ‘Ban	 on	 Chinese	 Apps	 in	 India’.	 Each	 topic	 helped	 them	
debate	and	discuss	while	being	vocal	about	their	stance	on	each	topic.	
	
MATH	
Learners	 can	 simply	 an	 expression	 by	 collecting	 like	 terms.	 Students	 can	 expand	 a	 term	
that	 includes	 brackets.	 Leaners	 can	 construct	 the	 linear	 equations	 and	 solve	 to	 find	 the	
value	of	the	unknown.	Students	completed	the	algebraic	pyramid,	by	finding	the	expression	
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in	each	block	by	adding	the	expressions	in	the	two	blocks.		
		
CHEMISTRY	
As	we	begin	a	new	unit	‘Acids	and	Alkalis’,	learners	were	introduced	to	some	commonly	
found	acids	(e.g.	citric	acid	in	lemon)	and	some	alkalis	(found	in	hand	wash).		So	how	do	we	
tell	whether	a	substance	is	an	acid	or	alkali?	We	test	it	using	litmus	paper	and	an	indicator.		
Three	unknown	substances	were	tested	with	the	indicators	and	learners	concluded	
whether	the	substance	was	an	acid,	base	or	a	neutral	substance.	

	
	
	
	
	

BIOLOGY	
As	a	continuation	of	studying	microorganisms,	the	learners	studied	about	how	some	
microorganisms	were	actually	harmful	and	cause	communicable	diseases.		However,	some	
diseases	are	not	caused	by	them	(e.g.	heart	diseases).		Learners	researched	about	the	same	
and	prepared	posters	based	on	their	research.	
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Grade	7	
	
PHYSICS		
Learners	 made	 the	 colour	 wheel	 to	 observe	 the	 white	
colour	 formed	 by	 mixing	 of	 primary	 and	 secondary	
colours.	Students	understand	the	role	of	coloured	filters:	
coloured	filters	transmit	some	colours	of	light	and	absorb	
others.		
	
CHEMISTRY	
After	studying	about	a	few	separation	techniques	in	Term	2,	we	started	off	this	term	with	
learning	 about	 another	 technique	 called	 ‘chromatography’.	 	 Learners	 were	 given	 two	
different	coloured	inks	to	observe	how	they	travel	at	different	rates.		This	technique	is	used	
in	the	food	industry	to	check	for	contaminants	in	edible	items.		Learners	also	learnt	how	to	
dilute	a	 concentrated	 solution	based	on	 the	 requirement.	 	This	skill	will	help	 them	make	
dilute	solutions	for	experiments	in	the	future.	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

BIOLOGY		
Learners	 refreshed	 their	 memory	 of	 the	 parts	 of	 the	 respiratory	 system	 and	 also	 the	
function	of	 each	 part.	 	 This	 knowledge	will	 be	 used	 in	understanding	how	 respiration	 is	
important	to	break	down	food	to	release	energy.	
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MATH	
To	 keep	 things	 interesting	 through	 a	 Math	 class,	 while	 learning	 to	 multiply	 and	 divide	
numbers	by	powers	of	10	(both	positive	and	negative),	we	had	an	outdoor	class.	Students	
were	first	taught	concepts,	that	multiplication	by	0.1	is	the	equivalent	of	division	by	10,	and	
so	on;	and	how	the	decimal	point	moves	towards	the	left	or	right	by	those	many	places	as	
the	number	of	zeroes	in	the	index	of	10.	
We	then	had	an	outdoor	game:	Students	were	made	to	stand	at	the	bottom	of	the	staircase	
and	pretend	they	were	the	decimal	point	–	if	the	teacher	said,	‘multiply	by	10’	they	would	
jump	one	place	to	their	right,	i.e.,	up	a	step.	Division	by	a	power	of	10	would	mean	jumping	
down	that	many	number	of	steps.	Students	seemed	to	understand	the	hands-on	learning	by	
the	number	of	steps	they	had	to	jump	up	and	down,	all	while	keeping	in	mind	the	rules	of	
multiplication	and	division.	This	made	for	a	great	class,	that	exercised	both	body	and	mind!	

	

	

	

Grade	8	
HISTORY	

Oskar	 Schindler	 was	 a	 German	 industrialist	 who,	 aided	 by	 his	 wife	 and	 staff,	 sheltered	
approximately	 1,100	 Jews	 from	 the	 Nazis	 by	 employing	 them	 in	 his	 factories,	 which	
supplied	the	German	army	during	World	War	II.	Grade	8,	through	this	chapter,	highlighted	
the	 fact	 that	sometimes,	 it’s	okay	to	use	negative	techniques,	 if	one’s	 intentions	and	hope	
for	an	outcome	are	positive.	Following	the	theme	of	Genocide,	Grade	8	looked	at	another	
grotesque	incident	in	history	–	the	genocide	in	Rwanda	(a	power	tussle	between	the	Hutus	
and	the	Tutsis)	to	study	the	patterns	between	Germany	and	Rwanda.	
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PHYSICS	
Learners	 recollect	 the	 concepts	 of	 energy	 and	 different	 types	 of	 energy.	 Students	 were	
introduced	with	the	concepts	of	free	energy.	Learners	understand	the	utility	of	the	power	
in	different	sectors.		

	
CHEMISTRY		
Why	do	some	reactants	need	energy	 for	 the	reactions	while	some	others	release	energy?	
An	introduction	to	the	types	of	reactions	and	how	some	release	energy	while	some	others	
absorb	it	was	the	topic	covered.		Learners	burnt	a	Magnesium	ribbon	to	observe	the	bright	
light	and	the	heat	generated	during	this	process.	 	They	also	placed	a	piece	of	metal	 in	an	
acid	 and	 checked	 how	 the	 temperature	 rose.	 	 Understanding	 the	 type	 of	 reaction	 helps	
learners	know	the	precautions	to	be	taken	when	the	reaction	occurs.	
	
BIOLOGY		
Time	 to	 study	 about	why	we	 look	 so	 similar	 to	 our	 parents.	 	 A	 new	 unit	 ‘Variation	 and	
Inheritance’	 was	 started	 and	 the	 topic	 of	 ‘Keys’	 was	 introduced.	 	 A	 Key	 helps	 identify	
organisms	 while	 giving	 more	 information	 about	 it.	 	 In	 an	 activity,	 one	 learner	 asked	
questions	 and	 observed	 how	 the	 rest	 moved	 forward	 to	 identify	 which	 organism	 they	
represented.	
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MATH	
After	learning	how	to	solve	linear	equations,	the	students	of	Grade	8	were	tested	on	their	
knowledge	 through	 a	 game	 –	 Each	 student	was	 given	 a	maze:	 The	 larger	 boxes	 had	 the	
equation,	 and	 the	 smaller	 boxes	 had	 possible	 solutions	 to	 the	 equation.	 The	 students’	
challenge	 was	 to	 work	 their	 way	 through	 the	 maze	 to	 get	 to	 the	 end.	 Students	 were	
extremely	enthusiastic	and	enjoyed	themselves,	all	while	 learning	how	to	solve	problems	
accurately	and	efficiently.		
	

GRADE	9	
ENGLISH	
As	 part	 of	 the	 Literary	 Week	 program,	 Grade	 9	 attempted	 a	 narrative	 essay	 on	 an	
abandoned	bookshop.	The	ability	to	spin	an	entire	story	from	the	first-person	point	of	view,	
using	a	hook	statement	is	a	skill	Grade	9	has	been	working	to	master	through	their	IGCSE	
course.		
A	magazine	 report	provides	 information	 that	may	be	more	 in	depth	but	 less	 timely	 than	
that	of,	for	example,	a	newspaper.	A	magazine	can	typically	focus	on	trends	or	issues,	and	it	
can	provide	background	information	for	news	events.	The	students	used	a	missing	person’s	
report	to	highlight	the	issue	of	mental	health	for	a	weekly	magazine.	
	
HISTORY	
The	years	after	World	War	1	led	to	the	systematic	collapse	of	international	peace	in	1939.	
Hitler	 being	 at	 the	 center	 of	 this	 chaos	 took	 one	 gamble	 after	 another	 to	 stir	 up	 enough	
mischief	that	caused	the	mighty	powers	of	the	world	to	fall	at	their	knees	ultimately	leading	
to	the	beginning	of	World	War	2.	
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PHYSICS		
Learners	 learnt	 about	 modes	 of	 heat	 transfer:	 conduction,	
convection,	 and	 radiation.	 They	 figure	 out	 the	 reason	 for	 land	
breeze	 and	 sea	 breeze.	 Learners	 performed	 the	 experiment	 to	
understand	the	convection	in	liquids.	
	
CHEMISTRY	
After	 completing	 the	 topic	 on	 ‘electrolysis’,	 learners	 have	 now	
started	learning	about	Acids	and	alkalis	in	detail.		At	first,	a	learner	
tried	to	identify	the	given	substance	by	its	aroma.		Once	identified,	
they	had	to	describe	its	taste	as	well	(since	most	acids	are	sour	in	
taste).		To	start	with,	they	refreshed	their	memory	about	the	tests	

conducted	to	check	the	substance.		Adding	to	the	regular	list	of	substances,	learners	tested	
Pepsi	 and	 Sanitizer	 for	 its	 acidity	 or	 alkalinity	 as	 well.	 	 They	 were	 rather	 shocked	 to	
observe	that	Pepsi	and	Sanitizer	were	acidic.		In	a	quest	to	check	how	acidic	they	actually	
were,	they	tested	them	with	Universal	Indicator	and	came	to	know	that	the	pH	was	actually	
2	(highly	acidic).			
	

BIOLOGY	
To	understand	how	water	travels	up	the	root,	learners	performed	an	activity	by	preparing	
sections	of	 a	 plant	 stem	 and	 observing	 them	under	 the	microscope.	 	 They	 looked	 at	 the	
tissue	that	conducts	water	and	food	through	the	plant.	 	Do	plants	also	perspire?		Well	the	
process	is	called	transpiration	but	how	does	that	actually	happen?	Learners	performed	two	
activities	 to	 check	 how	 transpiration	 affects	 the	 plant	 mass	 and	 also	which	 leaf	 surface	
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loses	more	water.		This	knowledge	helps	learners	understand	why	certain	plants	should	be	
kept	indoors	or	only	in	a	certain	environment.	

MATH	
Keeping	 in	 theme	
with	the	Christmas	–	
gifting	 season,	 the	
students	 of	 Grade	 9	
were	 tested	 in	 their	
knowledge	of	graphs	
through	 this	 unique	
activity:	 graphs	 of	
various	 lines	 were	
printed	on	gifts,	 and	
the	 equations	 of	
these	 lines	 were	
printed	 on	 gift-tags.	
The	 students	 were	
broken	 into	 four	
teams,	 and	 each	
team	had	to	 find	the	
gifts	 of	 their	 team	
colour,	work	out	 the	
equation	 of	 the	
graph	on	their	gifts,	and	then	match	the	gift	tags	to	the	gifts.	Each	team	had	six	graphs	to	
work	with,	and	each	graph	had	two	equations	–	the	slope	intercept	form,	and	the	standard	
form	 of	writing	 an	 equation	 of	 a	 line.	 The	 gifts	were	 placed	 in	 various	 places	 along	 the	
corridor	of	 the	 first	 floor.	The	 students	worked	hard	 together	and	had	a	wonderful	 time	
with	this	activity	

************	

	

It	has	been	an	eventfully	year	filled	with	Newsletters!	We	hope	you	will	feel	and	be	
refreshed	and	renewed	in	the	New	Year.	 

Warm	regards,	

The	Gera	School	 

	

	


